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(later Lord) Roberts which took Kabul and set up Abdur-
rahman, a cousin of Shir Ali, as the new Amir.
At this moment the Conservative Government in
England was defeated: and Lytton resigned with it. The
expenses of the Afghan War were found to be much greater
than had been expected; and further errors were also
discovered when the Indian budget was audited. Lytton's
general policy, however, though including some restrictions
on the Press, much criticised by the Liberals at the time,
was afterwards approved. His despatches were models of
literary style. With an engaging disregard of established
etiquette, he used to write to Queen Victoria in the first
person. "Her Majesty," according to Curzon, "was
enchanted with their unconventional and interesting
character/3
For some years Lytton now took no active part in
public affairs, until in 1887 he was appointed Ambassador
in Paris, For this post, which he hesitated about taking, for
he still wished to retire and write, he was eminently suited
by his knowledge of theFrench, their language and literature.
He filled the Embassy with poets and painters and made
it a rather Bohemian Salon des Arts. During his residence
in Paris he published the Ring of Amasis, not one of his
most successful efforts: as an old man he wrote less easily.
In Paris he was a most popular British representative:
"beloved as no English Ambassador had been since
Waterloo,3' During his mission the visits of the Prince of
Wales started the ideas of the Entente. Lytton died there
of heart failure on 24th November 1891, and was given a
State funeral
Thirty-four years later his elder son, when Governor of
Bengal, acted as Viceroy for some months while Lord
Reading was on leave in England* The present (3rd) earl
is his younger son.
Lytton was a man of high literary ability, a scholar, a
diplomat and a competent ruler, but a poet first and
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